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With a dedicated focus on representing institutions of higher education, Hayley 
advises on compliance and governance issues involving student aid, accreditation, 
privacy, campus crime, state licensure, distance education, faculty, students and 
general employment. A member of the firm’s Healthcare, Life Sciences and 
Pharmaceuticals industry team, Hayley has served as outside counsel to more than 
20 institutions directly affiliated with a hospital system, providing higher education 
support to the colleges of allied health. 

In addition to regularly updating and training higher education clients on their 
evolving regulatory and compliance obligations, Hayley counsels on litigation and 
other disputes arising from federal statutes, including Title IX, Title IV, Title VI and 
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act, the Clery Act and the Americans with Disabilities 
Act. She also assists clients with various risk management and compliance issues 
by reviewing and revising handbooks, policies and internal procedures. 

Hayley also has assisted clients in obtaining state, federal and accreditor approvals 
for changes in control/ownership, name changes and new campus locations.  

Representative Experience 
 Represented a university that was placed “on notice” by its accreditor. Assisted 

the university with its written reports and on-site reviews to demonstrate full 
compliance. The university was removed from “notice” and is fully accredited. 

 Represented a college during a Title IV Program Review. Assisted the college 
in responding to the Department of Education’s findings and reaching full 
compliance. 

 Defended a university in a student litigation based on dismissal of the student 
from an academic program. Obtained a dismissal of two of the three count 
claim in a motion to dismiss. 

 Represented a university in an Office for Civil Rights student on student 
complaint of discrimination. The investigation resulted in a “no cause” finding in 
favor of the university. 

 Conducted policy and federal program audits for multicampus institutions. 
Assisted clients with implementation of suggested action items. 

 Created a policy library for a private university in compliance with federal and 
state law. Developed a cross reference for policies, the faculty handbook, 
employee handbook and student handbook. 

 Assisted numerous clients with their self-study reports, creation of a resource 
room library and provided training on the accreditation process.  

 Navigated clients through change of control applications and approvals for 
colleges and universities with the Department of Education, accreditors and 
state regulatory bodies. 

 Created and leads the firm’s annual higher education seminar providing 
training, legal refreshers and continuing education to clients in higher 
education. 
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Awards & Recognitions 
 Debate Kansas City, Volunteer of the Year, 2012 

 Ingram’s magazine, “40 Under Forty,” 2013 

 Nonprofit Connect, Rising Star of Philanthropy, 2013 

 Northwest Missouri State University, Young Alumni Award, 2008 

 Missouri & Kansas Super Lawyers, 2013-2014 

 Missouri Lawyers Weekly, Up and Coming Lawyer, 2008 

Professional Associations & Memberships 
 The Missouri Bar  

 Missouri Council of School Attorneys 

 National Association of College and University Attorneys 

 National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators 

 National Council of School Attorneys 

Civic Involvement 
 Debate Kansas City, Board of Directors, 2005-present 

 Kansas City Friends of the Zoo, Board of Directors, 2008-present 

 Teach for America/Kansas City, Board of Directors, 2013-present 

Admissions 
 Missouri, 2000 

 Kansas, 2001 

Education 
 J.D., Drake University Law School, with high honors, 2000 

Drake Law Review, executive editor 

 B.A., Northwest Missouri State University, magna cum laude, 1997 

 

 


